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m Abstract

The Economic losses of Tang Taizong’s
invasion of Goguryo in 645

Choi JinYeoul

(Korea National University of Cultural Heritage, Korea)

In this paper, I estimated the Economic losses of Tang Taizong’s
invasion of Goguryo in 645 which were recorded in history books such
as Jiu Tang Shu and Cefuyuangui.

Tang huiyao, Cefuyuangui, Xin Tang shu, and Zizhi tongjian recorded
the loss of Tang army and navy during Li Shimin’s invasion of Goguryeo
in 645, but the specific damage differs in each of the four historical
books. According to the records of Tang huiyao, Cefuyuangui, Xin Tang
shu, the number of dead horses and battle horses was 84,000-96,000,
63,000-72,000, and 72,000 which is estimated to be 23.6-27%, 17.7-20.3%
and 20.3% of the total horses at the time, respectively.

Most of the 100 ships led by commander Chang Wengan, subordinate
to Chang Liang, Commander-in-Chief of the Tang navy, were sunk.
This loss amounts to 4.08% of regular financial income in 639 including
the cost of warship building in 647 and 648 to invade Goguryo again.

This thesis has historical significance in that it is the first study to
reveal the Tang Dynasty’s economic and financial losses in the
Goguryo-Tang War in 645, which were hidden in Chinese historical

records.
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