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m Abstract

The Overseas Chinese in Jinnampo,
Colonial Chosun in the 1910s-1930s

LEE Eunsang

(Institute of General Education, Pusan National University)

This paper examines the status of Overseas Chinese in Jinnampo,
a northern port city in Colonial Chosun in the 1910s-1930s, from the
following three aspects:

Firstly, It describes their status after the opening of the port. Trade
between China and the western coast of Chosun, had been frequent
even before the opening of the port. With the opening of Jinnampo,
it became the central hub for this trade. Their junk transportation business
has a long history that dates back before the port's opening, and the
representative commodity imported by junk was Chinese-produced raw
salt.

Secondly, It examines their status in the 1920s. In the early 1920s,
the scale of textile wholesale and general merchandise retail businesses
was not as significant as Overseas Chinese in Pyongyang. On the other
hand, a characteristic of Chinese commercial activities was the presence
of junk transportation operations. In the late 1920s, the economic power
of textile wholesale and general merchandise businesses had weakened
compared to the earlier years. In contrast, the entrusted sales of raw

salt that originated from the junk transportation operations thrived.
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Lastly, It focused on the changes in the Chinese community before
and after the Anti-Chinese Riots. In April 1930, when the Govern-
ment-General of Korea implemented the Salt Monopoly Ordinance, the
junk transportation business and the entrusted salt sales declined as
a result. While the Anti-Chinese Riots resulted in relatively less material
and human damage in Jinnampo compared to other city, the wholesale
goods business was affected due to the influence of nearby Pyongyang
riots. Due to the decline of mainstream Chinese merchant, the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce was unable to formally elect executives and
therefore couldn't function properly. Only the Chinese Farmers'
Association, which had separated from it, maintained its nominal
existence. In conclusion, the changes in the Chinese community began
with the implementation of the Salt Monopoly Ordinance and intensified

through the Anti-Chinese Riots.

Key-Words : Overseas Chinese in Jinnampo, Junk Transportation Business,
Chinese Salt Merchants, Anti-Chinese Riots of 1931, Overseas
Chinese in Pyongyang
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