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m Abstract

The Discourse on Developed Country Status
and self-identity in Taiwan: A Focus on the
Chiang Kai-Shek Period (1950-1975)

Chin Enmei

Like South Korea, Taiwan has defined developed countries as
a significant recognition system for national-promotion. Developed
country status has served as an essential measure of national
self-sufficiency and served as a means of confirming Taiwan’s
identity as a ‘nationstate’. Currently, Taiwan does not claim developed
country status but labels itself as sitting between developed and
developing country statuses. In the U.S.-Soviet bipolar Cold War
period, Taiwan implemented an American-style economic system
that aimed to join the ‘free world. The discourse on developed
countries emerged during the state’s promotion of modernization
in the 1950s, which set the attainment of developed country status
as an ideal goal for Taiwan that the country should learn and
pursue. From the 1960s to the mid-1970s, the country also benefited
from high economic growth. Therefore, Chiang Kai-shek’s (/)
rule from 1950 to 1975 is crucial to the formation and development
of the discourse. This article examines the process of the developmental

discourse during Taiwan’s high-growth economy under Chiang
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Kai-shek. It also explores the formation of Taiwan's self-identity as
presented through its discourse on achieving developed country status
with an analysis of newspaper media, which has played essential

roles in disseminating such discourse in Taiwan.

Key-words : Taiwan, Chiang Kai-Shek, Discourse on developed country

status, Identity, Developing country, Economic growth, Newspaper
media
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